Glendale High School

CPM Algebra 1

Course Syllabus & Classroom Guidelines
Ms. Arsenian     email: tarsenian@gusd.net     webpage: arsenianalgebra1.yolasite.com     (818)242-3161 x4116
A. KEY CONCEPT OF COURSE: 

Students in Algebra I will develop insights into mathematical structure and abstraction and will learn to think symbolically.  Students will use tabular, symbolic, graphic and verbal representations to analyze and understand patterns involving linear and quadratic functions, including systems of two equations in two unknowns, as well as operations with monomial and polynomial expressions.  Students will be expected to justify steps in algebraic procedures and check algebraic arguments for validity.

B. GENERAL PLAN FOR COURSE: 
The curriculum for CPM Algebra I is based on the Mathematics Frameworks for California Public Schools.  The general scope and sequence along with the corresponding California State Standards is shown below.  

	1st Semester focus:
	2nd Semester focus:

	Arithmetic properties and operations (1.0)

Opposites and reciprocals (2.0)

Simplifying expressions (4.0)

Solving multi-step problems (5.0)

Graphing linear functions (6.0)

Graphing quadratic functions (21.0) 

Verifying a point lies on a line (7.0)

Basic factoring (11.0) 

Work and percent/mixture problems (15.0)

Relations and functions (16.0)

Logical argumentation (24.0)


	Powers and roots (2.0) 

Equations and inequalities with absolute value (3.0)

Graphing linear equations (and linear inequalities) and finding their intercepts (6.0)

Point-slope formula (7.0)

Slope of parallel and perpendicular lines (8.0)

Linear systems in two variables (9.0)

Monomials and polynomials (10.0)

Simplifying fractions by factoring & reducing (11.0)

Operations on rational expressions (13.0)

Domain and range (17.0) 

Completing the square (14.0)

Quadratic Formula (19.0)

Finding roots (20.0)

Graphing a quadratic (22.0).  


Please refer to www.cpm.org for more information on the Algebra I curriculum or to download or request a Parents Guide.  This is one tool that can help you assist you child.

C.  TEXTBOOK AND SUPPLEMENTARY TEXTS TO BE USED:
College Preparatory Mathematics, Algebra I Connections (2006.    www.cpm.org 
D. COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

· Pass Signature Tests 

· Actively contribute to whole class and study team work and discussions

· Complete or attempt all assigned problems (justifying steps) in a timely manner. 

· Ask for help when needed from study team or the teacher!!!

· Be willing to provide help to other students when asked

· Support the teacher in helping to create a learning environment for all
Daily Supplies:

	· Ample supply of graph paper or lined paper 
	· scientific calculator or graphing calculator (may not share during any assessment)

	· pencils/eraser
	· text book (there is a class set)


E.  TEACHER AVAILABILITY: 
Parents/guardians should arrange appointments through emailtarsenian@gusd.net at  or by phone 818-242-3161 ext. 4116. Students are encouraged to come get help if needed.  Extra help is available by teacher before school only and by appointment.  Please make an appointment if you need help.  Tutoring available afterschool in the library by Revolution Prep (no appointment necessary).  Dates to be posted on arsenianalgebra1.yolasite.com.  

F. ATTENDANCE EXPECTATIONS: 
Students have 3 days to get an absence excused. If an absence is not excused within that time, the absence will be considered a truancy. Late work due to unexcused absences will not be accepted. If a student misses a Mastery Exam, Signature Test, or Team Tests due to an unexcused absence, he/she will receive 0 points.  It is the student’s responsibility to make a plan with the teacher to make up a missed exam the day they return to school.  

Late: Students must be in their assigned seat, not just in the classroom, by the time the bell rings; otherwise they are late. Excessive tardiness will result in progressive disciplinary action including lunch detention.
G.  BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS: 



All electronic devices are not be used or displayed in the classroom. The District’s board policy regarding signaling devices is posted in the front of the classroom.

Note:  Electronic devices seen during any assessments, such as Signature Tests, Team Tests, and Mastery Exams will be construed as cheating. Cheating of any kind will earn a score of zero.

H. ASSESSMENTS:
Grades are based on the following:

· Signature Tests (40%): Each semester, students will have four opportunities to pass the 10-question Signature Test which covers the basic skills required for passing Algebra I.  There will be four opportunities to take each Signature Test, given at the end of each 5-week period.

· Mastery Exams (20%): Mastery Exams are cumulative individual assessments aligned with the California State Standards.  Two Mastery Exams will be administered each semester, the midterm and the final exam.  Each is worth 100 points.
· Daily Work (20%):  Daily work consists of class work and homework, submitted together.  Unfinished class work must be done at home.  Homework is given every night, including weekends.  Every student has been given a list of all assignments for the semester. Homework help is available online at www.cpm.org.  Students are encouraged to use this resource.  Students who attempt all problems and answer all parts of the questions will earn full credit. 
· Team Tests (10%): These open ended assessments are administered at the end of every unit and are based on homework problems. During certain units, students may earn the opportunity to work together on these exams.  When working as a team, each member must actively participate in order to receive a grade.     

· Participation (10%): Participation points are earned by working as a team and making sure all team mates are moving together. Points are lost if the teams tend to lose focus on the assignments and conversations are not concerning the material or subject matter in the chapter.


FOR PARENTS:

· Your child will have math homework nearly every night.  

· Step-by-step homework help is available at www.cpm.org .  Your child is encouraged to use this resource. 

· A Parents Guide for the Algebra Connections course can be downloaded at www.cpm.org. 
· The classroom webpage is the following:  arsenianalgebra1.yolasite.com.  Check for daily assignments and important dates.  
=========================================================================

PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN (this page only, students keep first page of the syllabus in their 3-ring binder):

I have read and understand this syllabus:

Parent Name: _____________________________  Signature:_________________________________

Child’s Name:_____________________________  Signature:_________________________________

Please provide the following contact information.

	home phone #
	

	work or cell phone #
	

	email address
	


	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Please describe anything about your child that you think would help me to educate him/her better:

Classroom Rules


 ( Respect yourself, the teacher, your classmates, the classroom 


( No food, gum or drink (except water) ( Cell phones off and in backpack at all times








Grading Scale


90.0-100%	A	80.0-89.9%	B	70.0-79.9%	C	60.0-69.9%	D	Below 60.0%	F











